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COLLECTIONS CORNER 

Jacob Bartles was gravely ill in 1908 when he entertained his Sixth Kansas Calvary Civil War comrades one last 
time. He knew his last breath was near and commissioned this final resting place to be constructed on a burial ground 
that became the Dewey Cemetery. His wife, Nannie M. Journeycake Pratt Bartles (1843-1924) and their son Joseph 
Andrew Bartles (1875-1956) joined him in the mausoleum upon their deaths.  
The original mausoleum structure was steel construction covered by fired-brick veneer and concrete mortar, seven 

steps below ground level. The stair-stepped exterior had an inset door, sealed with a drawbar and padlock to allow easy 
access for future remains. In the wee hours of January 8, 1933, four grave robbers hacksawed the padlock to gain 
entrance to the Bartles Mausoleum; however, their foul deed was thwarted by the Dewey Cemetery watchman who 
summoned law enforcement for an unsuccessful apprehension.  
Howard Cannon, husband of Nellie Johnstone Cannon, was instrumental in a 1962-1965 mausoleum restoration 

project, paying half the costs. The Dewey City Council hired Buck Associates to create the architectural plans, which 
redesigned the exterior, filled the seven-stepped entrance to grade level for extra security, and added a cement dome 
cap. In 1986, Allen Brown spearheaded a restoration project for his mother, Mary Gibson Brown, a Bartlesô niece; 
unfortunately, she died in 1988, and the project was not completed.  
Then, this year, the Daughters of the American Revolution, under the dynamite of DAR Historian Deb Cook, 

delivered a mausoleum restoration project. Since we knew the original granite marker contained errors, research began 
to bring accuracy to the project.  
Joe and Edith (Ross) Bartles experienced difficulty creating a family and the Bartles Mausoleum became the resting 

place of their infant children, all five of them. During in-depth research, we discovered the correct birth/death dates and 
names of Joe Bartlesô children who rest in the Mausoleum with him and corrected the information on the new granite 
mausoleum marker. For the complete story, see the June issue of Bartlesville Monthly Magazine (pgs 40-41) at https://
issuu.com/bartlesvillemonthly/docs/web-bmonthly_june23.     

Debbie Neece, Collections Manager 

WHATôS IN YOUR ATTIC?  

Want to donate a family heirloom, antique find, photos or other materials?  
Please contact Debbie Neece at (918) 338-4292 or dkneece@cityofbartlesville.org 
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DAR Bartles Family Mausoleum Restoration Project 
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Bartlesville Area History 
Museum Presents:  ñStreet 
Scenes: Now and Thenò 

 
This winter, BAHM is proud to present: 
ñ�6�W�U�H�H�W���6�F�H�Q�H�V�����1�R�Z���D�Q�G���7�K�H�Q�´��On 
display from January 5th through March 
29th, the exhibit takes visitors on a visual 
journey exploring the development of 

Bartlesville streets.  
 

Learn how the Washington County 
Courthouse once interrupted the flow of 
traffic on Third Street, prompting the 
street to be re-routed and Second Street 
shortened. See the historic route of SH75 
and how some of Bartlesvilleôs street 

scenes have changed throughout the years. 
 

The exhibit will feature various artifacts 
from local streets and youngsters or the 
ñyoung at heartô may enjoy our history of 
local streets coloring station and gander 
through BAHMôs turn of the century 
Nelson Carr One-Room School! 


