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Bartlesville Area History Museum 
    Protect, collect, preserve, share . . . 

Museum Staff: 
 

Director, Shellie McGill 
Daily Operations Manager, Denise Goff 
Collections Manager, Debbie Neece 
Museum Coordinator,  
Registrar, Kasey Koester 
Education Coordinator, Betty Keim 
Museum Clerk/Temp, Tamra Rogers 
Museum Clerk/Temp, Naomi Seaver 

Bartlesville Area History Museum 
401 S. Johnstone Avenue, 5th Floor 
Bartlesville, OK 74003 
Phone (918) 338-4290 * Fax (918) 338-4264 
 
Email: DKNeece@cityofbartlesville.org 
Web: www.bartlesvillehistory.com 
PastPerfect Online Database:  
bartlesvillehistory.pastperfectonline.com  
 
Museum  Hours:  
● Monday - Friday: 8:30 a.m.-12 & 1-3:30 p.m. 
● Closed Saturday, Sunday and Holidays 
 

ADMISSION BY DONATION 
 

LIKE & FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK! 

Bartlesville Area History Museum 
401 S. Johnstone  Ave. - 5th Floor 
Bartlesville, OK  74003 

 

 

NOW ON EXHIBIT AT THE BARTLESVILLE AREA HISTORY MUSEUM  

The Bartlesville Area History Museum proudly 
presents “The History of Ballet in Bartlesville” which 
is available for viewing December 1, 2020 though 
February 26, 2021. This exhibit explores the unique 
and rich history of ballet and dance in Bartlesville. It 
examines the area’s first dance instructors and creation 
of the Bartlesville Civic Ballet. It also features 
exemplary instructors, choreographers and 
internationally acclaimed ballerinas that fostered parts 
of their careers right here in Bartlesville. Visit soon! 

 

Ms. Charlotte Lyke 

June Runyon’s School of Dance, 1935 Dance Recital 

Hazlett’s School of Dance, Students Perform at the Oklah Theater, c. 1920s 

Something Exciting is Always Happening  
at the Bartlesville Area History Museum 

 
New Exhibit Coming in March ~ “Though the Lens of Frank Griggs: The Life and Legacy of Bartlesville’s Photographer” 



 This year has brought Museum Staff challenges as we briefly 
transitioned to pandemic quarantine and worked from home. 
Fortunately, Betty Keim easily continued her work updating 
outdated media formats to current technology giving the Museum 
staff and area researchers easier access to earlier recorded history.  
 The Museum collection contains many years of hidden history 
from interviews, programs and on-site tours recorded on 
audiocassette and VHS video tapes from the 1970s though 2000. 
The Washington County Historical Society had monthly 
presentations by area residents who lived the history we now seek. 
The presentations included Frank Griggs, Elmer Sark, Edgar 
Weston, Ruby Cranor, Bob Finney, Don Deshazo, Andy Davis, Joe 
Crow, Joe Williams and others. From the presentations, we have 
gained an immense amount of history on subjects like Anna Anderson, W.W. Keeler, 

Aviation, Will Rogers, L.E. Phillips, Frank Griggs, Scudder Turkeys, Masonic History, Gun Club, Kane Family, 
Schools, National Zinc, Reda Pump and more.  

Betty has been able to transfer well over a hundred of each type of media, establishing a digital archive of the 
new data. The video tapes have brought a wide variety of interviews, events and locations to life, including an 
extensive collection about Bartlesville’s centennial. The videotapes of celebrations and interviewed people told the 
story of our first 100 years. It has been fascinating to see these people tell their stories and relive the events. 

“Remember When…”  

 
BAHM Education Coordinator, 

Betty Keim, conducts a Zoom 
“Remember When…” interview 

with Mr. Stephen Colaw.  

From the Desk of Betty Keim, BAHM Education Coordinator Collections Corner: Collections Manager, Debbie Neece 

Donation: Washington County Chapter of the American Red Cross 
 The Washington County Chapter of the American Red Cross was 
established in Bartlesville June 4, 1917 with their first office at City Hall, 
northwest corner of 4th Street and Dewey Avenue. In 1922, the 
Bartlesville Civic Center was built at 600 S. Johnstone Avenue and the 
Red Cross office was moved to the Civic Center in 1924. About 1961 the 
Red Cross moved to 601 S. Jennings and has served at that location until 
October 2020 when the Washington County Chapter of the American Red 
Cross closed their location. Thank you to the American Red Cross and 
Suzanne Shiflet for your donation of Red Cross memorabilia.   

Donation: Unity Center donation from Phyllis Waller  
 The three-story brick home at 825 S. Cherokee was built by early pioneer Frank Overlees in 1915 and once the 
home of A.M. Hughes, Phillips executive and father of well-known rancher, John Hughes. The Hughes family 
moved to their ranch west of town after 1945. On July 20, 1955, the Unity Center of Bartlesville was incorporated 
with Reverend Ruth Given Jacques as Minister. Their first home was 1101 S. Johnstone before purchasing the 825 S. 
Cherokee Avenue home about 1956. After extensive renovations by builder Milton Fielder, Sr., the corner became 
the Unity Center. Thank you Ms. Phyllis Waller for your donation of photos and memorabilia preserving the history 
of the Unity Center in Bartlesville.  
 

Bartlesville’s Skilled Luthier - Edward Moss, a Bartlesville Hero 
William and Mabel Moss married in 1912 and lived in Baxter Springs before 

moving to Bartlesville in the early 1930s. They established the Moss Furniture Store 
with custom built furniture, upholstery, furniture repair and refinishing. It was at the 
furniture shop their son, Edward Moss, learned to work with wood, which lead him to 
become a beloved violin maker in Bartlesville.  

While he was employed at Phillips Petroleum Company as a draftsman, his hobby 
was building and repairing musical instruments. In the November issue of the 
Bartlesville Monthly Magazine I wrote the story of Mr. Ed Moss and the lives he 
touched in Bartlesville. Ed was highly acclaimed in the most notable societies and 
festivals across America. In addition, in 1981, he earned his spot in Susan Caust 
Farrell’s book the “Directory of Contemporary Musical Instrument Makers.” 

Middle school student, Regina Moss Beardsley, connected with Ed through a 
Gifted and Talented mentorship program. Regina asked to learn violin repair and Ed 
accepted the challenge. At the end of their year together, Ed gifted Regina with a 
“Moss” violin. In her words, “I have such pleasant memories of my friend, the pipe-
smoking highly-skilled craftsman.” Regina played her treasured Moss violin in All-
State orchestra and the Bartlesville Symphony. When Ed passed away in 1992, three 
young ladies were honored to play violin at his funeral … Barbara Wallace, Mary 
Snider and Regina Moss Beardsley with her Moss violin. 

From my story, I was contacted by Mr. Ernie Snodgrass, who has a treasured 
Moss violin. He visited the Museum on Friday November 6 to show and play his Ed Moss violin. Mr. Ed Moss was 
definitely a Bartlesville Hero.  

Ed Moss in his  
garage workshop 

Edgar Weston, Area  
Historian, gave a video 

tour of Silver Lake 

Coach and teacher,  
David Benne  

 In spite of Covid restrictions, Betty has been able 
to continue interviewing people for her “Remember 
When…” program via Zoom and in person with 
special precautions. Above are pictured Stephen 
Colaw and Betty Keim as they shared an excellent 
interview via Zoom. Mr. Colaw has been an 
exceptional community contributor and leader and he 
gave a heartfelt interview on the history of his life and 
his family.  
 Teacher and coach, David Benne, captivated Betty 
with stories of his life in Bartlesville as he was 
growing up. He taught at Highland Park School and 
was a principal at Lincoln School for a time but most 
of the time he spent changing the lives of the students 
at Madison and Saint John’s through his teaching, 
mentoring and coaching. 
 Joe Sears and Ron Adams were interviewed at the 
Dewey Hotel where they reminisced about growing up 
in Bartlesville, including childhood activities such as 
going to the theater, swimming at Sanipool and being 
able to have the freedoms of that time period.  Ron Adams and Joe Sears on the porch of the Dewey Hotel  

“Remember When…”  
With Joe Sears and Ron Adams 

 
(L) The original Frank Overlees built home, later owned by A.M. Hughes at 825 S. Cherokee, c. 1940. (R) The Unity Center Church.  



NOW YOU KNOW!!! 

DID YOU KNOW??? 

NOW YOU KNOW!!! 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW??? 



Anne Clark Poe, was born in 1924 in Bartlesville, Oklahoma, where she resided with her parents until her father 
was transferred with Phillips Petroleum to another state.  

As an adult, she met and married David S. Poe, and in 1955, the Poe’s moved to Bartlesville where they 
permanently made their home. Two years later, they purchased a new home at 1609 Hillcrest Drive, where David 
proceeded to build her a dollhouse, a miniature replica of their home.  

Background history provided by Anne included the fact that her husband’s hands were very large, and though 
she was concerned he would not be able to handle the very small intricate elements of the house, he was very 
patient and did so beautifully. 

On their travels, it was a favorite past time for the Poe’s to purchase furnishings for their little dollhouse and 
each trip brought home a new piece. Over time, the dollhouse became filled with their beautiful acquisitions of 
miniature furniture, including a $100 battery operated grandfather clock that amazingly keeps time.  

 

On the left is Mrs. Anne Poe on the porch of her 1609 Hillcrest Drive home and on the right is the Poe Dollhouse. 

Dallas-Fort Worth residents, Gary Platner and his wife, Leslie (Poe) Platner, daughter of  
David and Anne Poe. Anne continues to reside in the Boston area.   

Sadly, David passed away in 1991 and for twenty-five years, Anne continued to live in the home they shared. In 
2016, at 92 years young, Anne relocated to another state to be close to her children, but not without making sure her 
dollhouse remained for others to enjoy. It was her desire for it to be loved and cared for by someone who would 
enjoy it as much as she herself.  

She entrusted the dollhouse to her friend and neighbor, Kim Breedlove, to preserve their family treasure. Mrs. 
Breedlove made arrangements with Collections Manager, Debbie Neece, to place the dollhouse on exhibit at the 
Bartlesville Area History Museum and our visitors have enjoyed the exhibit ever since. Anne has been content that 
her legacy of love is being enjoyed and viewed by many individuals who visit the Bartlesville Area History 
Museum. 

Surprisingly, two such visitors arrived December 18th. Gary and Leslie (Poe) Platner were visiting Bartlesville 
to celebrate the 100th birthday of Gary’s mother, Ann Platner. 

Ann Sullivan Platner and her husband, Dee Eugene Platner, married in Oklahoma City on May 8, 1942 but did 
not move to Bartlesville until May of 1947 when Mr. Platner accepted a position at Phillips Petroleum Company in 
the Engineering Department, a position he held until retirement in 1985. The Platner’s had four children: Dee Anne, 
Steven, Gary and Michael. Mr. Platner passed away in 2007 and Anne has continued her vibrant life, living at their 
shared home … now celebrating her 100th birthday … a centenarian.   

The BAHM staff would like to thank Gary and Leslie (Poe) Platner for visiting the Museum to share a few 
emotional memories about the Poe Family dollhouse.  

SPECIAL BAHM VISITORS 
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